	
  

	
  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 23, 2016
Media Only: Taryn Bunger, (860) 838-4081
taryn.bunger@wadsworthatheneum.org

Exhibition to Highlight Diversity of Contemporary Artists, Artworks
“The Human Touch: Selections from the RBC Wealth Management Art Collection” on view
at Wadsworth Atheneum Beginning Sept. 25, 2016
The Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art in Hartford, Conn., welcomes the touring
exhibition, “The Human Touch: Selections from the RBC Wealth Management Art Collection,”
on view from June 25–Sept. 25, 2016. In 40 paintings, sculptures, drawings, prints and
photographs selected from the more than 400 works in the RBC Wealth Management collection,
the exhibition celebrates the spectrum of contemporary human experience through exceptional
works by renowned artists including Dawoud Bey, Chuck Close, Lalla Essaydi, Hung Liu, Carrie
Mae Weems and Kehinde Wiley.
Assembled systematically over the past 25 years, the RBC Wealth Management Art
Collection focuses on works of art showing the human figure as a means of understanding and
interpreting the human condition from a wide variety of perspectives. In his introduction to the
collection publication retiring RBC CEO John Taft writes that “RBC has collected and presented
works of art that reflect the society in which we live and work, a society that has become
increasingly complex, globally interconnected and diverse.” The artists themselves—many of
whom are also represented in the Wadsworth Atheneum’s collections—hail from diverse
backgrounds, and their works provide valuable insights into the multitude of ways individuals
experience the world.
“The caliber of artists represented in the RBC Wealth Management Art Collection is
impressive,” said the museum’s Emily Hall Tremaine Curator of Contemporary Art Patricia
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Hickson. “It is a privilege to present this important collection of artworks created by some of the
most well-known contemporary artists working today, and it also offers an exciting opportunity
to make connections with their counterparts in the Wadsworth Atheneum’s own collection.”
A number of highlights in the exhibition resonate with the Wadsworth Atheneum’s
exceptional collections and its tradition of dynamic and innovative exhibitions. Among the
works of art in “The Human Touch” is a multi-panel Polaroid portrait by Dawoud Bey titled
“Sharmaine, Vincente, Joseph, Andre and Charlie” (1993). Using photography as his medium,
Bey creates authentic portraits of African American subjects that have historically been denied
control of their identities in the face of damaging stereotypes. Bey’s 1996 exhibition, “Hartford
Portraits ’96,” was the 132nd project in the Wadsworth Atheneum’s MATRIX contemporary art
series. Prominent portrait painter Kehinde Wiley also raises questions about race, power and the
politics of representation, accomplished by imitating the Old Masters, but replacing the
aristocratic European subjects with contemporary black sitters that Wiley meets on the street. In
Wiley’s “Passing/Posing 15” (2002) we see the roots of his current work—the exemplar of older,
canonized forms of image-making harnessed for the telling of our own stories today. One of
Wiley’s latest works, “Portrait of Toks Adewetan (The King of Glory)” (2016), joined the
Wadsworth Atheneum’s collection last month. “Baby King II” (1996) by Hung Liu exemplifies
the Chinese-born artist’s technique of painting expressionistic strokes over painted portraits
derived from historic photographs, calling attention to the country’s legacy of oppressive
authoritarian regime. Roland Fischer’s “Untitled (L.A. Portrait)” (1994-2000) uses a backdrop of
turquoise water from a swimming pool to isolate his subject’s head like a classical bust,
highlighting the ethnic diversity that the German photographer observed in 1990s Los Angeles.
Lalla Essaydi’s work, “Les Femmes Du Maroc #21 B” (2005) addresses the complex image of
women in Islamic society.
An exhibition checklist of all works on view in Hartford is available at
https://thewadsworth.org/press.
Public Programs
Public programming complementing “The Human Touch” begins Sept. 9 with a noon
gallery talk by artist Ellen Carey. Carey, who modeled for the Robert Longo print “Ellen”
(1999), on view in the exhibition, discusses her behind-the-scenes experience. Gallery talks are
free with museum admission and meet by the Museum Shop. “Second Saturdays for Families”
on Sept. 10 from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. is themed “Human Nature,” and will incorporate portraitWadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art
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making activities inspired by the exhibition. The Emily Hall Tremaine Lecture in Contemporary
Art will welcome Kehinde Wiley Sept. 22 at 6 p.m. for a multimedia talk by the artist exploring
the scope and meaning of his work to date, with a focus on the museum’s recent acquisition
“Portrait of Toks Adewetan (The King of Glory)” (2016). This free public lecture is sponsored
by the Tremaine Foundation with additional support from the Joseph and Robert Cornell
Memorial Foundation Fund. A film series celebrating “The Human Touch” will feature eight
films exploring the human condition from June 24 – August 2. A complete film schedule is
available at https://thewadsworth.org.
About the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art
Founded in 1842, the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art is the oldest continuouslyoperating public art museum in the United States. The museum’s nearly 50,000 works of art span
5,000 years, from Greek and Roman antiquities to the first museum collection of American
contemporary art. The Wadsworth Atheneum’s five connected buildings—representing
architectural styles from Gothic Revival to modern International Style—are located at 600 Main
Street in Hartford, Conn. Hours: Wednesday – Friday: 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday:
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Admission: $0 – 15; discounts for members, students and seniors. Free “Happy
Hour” admission Wednesday – Sunday: 4 – 5 p.m. Public phone: (860) 278-2670; website:
https://thewadsworth.org.
About RBC Wealth Management – U.S.
In the United States, RBC Wealth Management operates as a division of RBC Capital
Markets, LLC. Founded in 1909, RBC Capital Markets, LLC is a member of the New York
Stock Exchange, the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, the Securities Investor Protection
Corporation, and other major securities exchanges. RBC Wealth Management has $264 billion in
total client assets with 1,900 financial advisors operating in 200 locations in 41 states. For more
information about RBC Wealth Management – U.S., visit
http://www.rbcwealthmanagement.com.
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