
SPECIAL EVENTS

HOST YOUR SPECIAL EVENT AT THE WADSWORTH ATHENEUM
Let the Wadsworth Atheneum’s grand beaux-arts and classic modern galleries form the backdrop for your next 

corporate or organization dinner party, cocktail reception, seminar, or meeting.  With masterpieces of European 

and American art gracing the walls, set within a historically and architecturally significant building, your guests 

will experience an event to be remembered.  What’s more, the museum’s downtown location provides a central 

gathering place with multiple spaces to suit a wide-variety of special event and meeting needs. 

Contact Tabitha Hujar at (860) 838-4021 or Tabitha.Hujar@wadsworthatheneum.org to schedule a 
site visit or book your event.
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ROOM DESCRIPTIONS

Depending on your entertaining style and space requirements, the museum’s distinctive event 
spaces each offer a different ambience for your guests.  

AVERY COURT 
International Style Avery Court features a spectacular skylight and views of upper gallery balconies 
that create an atmosphere of air, light and space symbolizing the freedom of 20th century art and 
architecture. This revolutionary interior was completed in 1934, in time to present America’s 
first comprehensive Pablo Picasso exhibition in Avery Court. A Venus fountain created in 1600 
by artist Pietro Francavilla is the centerpiece of this gallery and is considered the finest Italian 
mannerist sculpture in America. Invite your guests to dine in the presence of Venus and the art 
of European Modern masters such as Salvador Dalí, Piet Mondrian, Pablo Picasso, and Edvard 
Munch. 

MORGAN GREAT HALL

Housed within the Morgan Building donated by Hartford born financier J. Pierpont Morgan 
in 1915, Morgan Great Hall showcases classic beaux-arts architecture that boasts 50-foot 
vaulted ceilings and elegant moldings throughout. Impress your guests in the grandeur of this 
architecture and the newly reinstalled European collection. 

MORGAN MAIN LOBBY
Morgan Main Lobby features a split stairwell that displays over nine varieties of Italian marble 
and carries the eye up to a stained glass skylight embedded in its exquisitely detailed ceiling. The 
vibrant Whirls and Twirls wall painting by Hartford born conceptual artist Sol LeWitt bridges past 
and present artistic styles in this historic and unforgettable setting.

HARTFORD COURANT ROOM, MUSEUM CAFÉ & GENGRAS COURT
For more intimate gatherings, the Hartford Courant Room provides the perfect location for 
business breakfasts, luncheons, meetings, presentations, lectures, and small dinner parties. Its 
tall windows overlook Alexander Calder’s iconic Stegosaurus, a public sculpture which welcomes 
visitors to downtown Hartford. The museum café also serves smaller business groups for 
breakfast meetings, evening cocktail receptions and dinner events. This space can be used in 
conjunction with the adjoining outdoor Gengras Court during the warmer months. 

AETNA THEATER & LOCTITE LOBBY
For formal presentations requiring more extensive audio-visual capabilities, Aetna Theater is 
fully equipped with a stage, audio visual equipment and exceptional acoustics.  From the floor-
to-ceiling lyrical neo-Romantic murals that line the walls to the original wooden stage, this rental 
space has a storied history of presenting critically acclaimed performances and presentations. 
The classic Art Deco theater opened in 1934 for the world premiere of a new opera: Four Saints 
in Three Acts, written by Gertrude Stein and Virgil Thompson and featuring the first all-black cast 
in an American opera. Shortly following, George Ballanchine presented his first American public 
performances of ballet in on the theater’s stage. The Wadsworth was also the first museum in the 
country to launch an extensive motion picture series. The legendary Aetna Theater offers access 
to an adjoining lobby for small pre or post event receptions.
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AVAILABLE SPACES, ROOM CAPACITIES AND RENTAL FEES 

RECEPTION SEATED DINNER
350 200 (20 tables of 10)
284 n/a
150 100 (10 tables of 10)
125 60
100 30 (3 tables of 10)
50 30
50 50   (5 tables of 10)
75 60

SPACE
Avery Court 
Aetna Theater
Morgan Great Hall 
Gengras Court (outdoor) 
Loctite Lobby 
Morgan Main Lobby 
Hartford Courant Room 
Museum Café

FEE*
Saturday Evenings $1,400

$1,400
$1,000
$350

$350
$350

SPACE
A Cvery ourt
Morgan Great Hall 
Aetna Theater
Gengras Court 
Museum Café 
Hartford Courant Room 
Loctite Lobby

$350

Friday & Sunday Evenings Avery Court $1,100
$1,100
$1,000 
$250

$250
$250

Morgan Great Hall 
Aetna Theater
Gengras Court 
Museum Café 
Hartford Courant Room 
Loctite Lobby $250

Weeknights $800
$800
$1,000
$250
$250

$250

A Cvery ourt
Morgan Great Hall 
Aetna Theater
Gengras Court 
Museum Café 
Hartford Courant Room 
Loctite Lobby $250

*Premium prices for renting Museum Space may apply during the holiday season (December 1 – January 2).
Dressing  rooms are available for rent for $100/dressing room

In-house dining tables and chairs are included in the rental price. Additional fees for security, 
maintenance, tours and AV requests may apply.
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DOCENT-GUIDED TOURS
Docent-led tours of the galleries may be added to your special event. Your guests will spend time 
learning about our world-renowned collection. Tour themes may be customized to complement 
your event. We recommend one docent per 25-30 guests.  

Docent Guided Tour $150 per tour (approximately 30 minutes)*
Art about Art!  $150 per docent
Self-Guided Tour   $200 per hour
Curator-Led Tour   $300 per tour

*Additional $50 charge for a 1 hour tour

AUDIO VISUAL SUPPORT

The Museum Theater at the Wadsworth Atheneum maintains an inventory of audio-visual 
equipment for most theatrical, concert and corporate events. To ensure that the needs of your 
production are met, we request that you review the museum’s technical rider (available upon 
request) and address special concerns or additional requirements to us as soon as possible. 

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABILITY
The Museum is available for facility rental when closed to the general public and when not in use 
for Museum events. Special exceptions may be arranged with the Special Events Coordinator.   

Rental Hours* are:
Monday – Tuesday available daytime and evening
Wednesday – Friday**           before 11:00 a.m. / 6:00 pm+
Saturday & Sunday before 10:00 a.m. / 6:00 pm+

* Extended hours may be offered during special exhibitions.
** On the first Thursday of each month, the Museum is open until 8:00 p.m. and unavailable for 
evening rental.

TYPES OF EVENTS

The Museum does not permit commercial, religious, political, or private fundraising 
events. Also, no organization or individual is allowed to charge admission fees, make 
collections, seek contributions, give door prizes, conduct drawings or raffles, promote 
commercial products or sell items in the Museum.  Any special exceptions must be pre-approved 
by the Museum. The Museum reserves the right to review applications for rental and to decline 
any event it deems inappropriate.

CONSIDERATIONS WHEN RENTING MUSEUM SPACE
When considering renting Museum space for an event, please keep in mind that the Wadsworth 
Atheneum has many valuable works of art.  In planning your event, the safety of the artwork 
must be considered.  The Museum’s Development Events Associate will be happy to work 
with you to make sure your event is a success while at the same time assuring the protection 
of the Museum’s valuable property.  Rental policies and procedures apply exclusively to the 
Museum event areas, and conditions and exhibitions are subject to change. 
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