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School Programs
Our school programs introduce students to the museum through inquiry-based 
discussions and hands-on activities. Students exercise observational, critical thinking, 
and visual literacy skills as they learn to look at and interpret works of art. Programs 
incorporate the visual arts across subject areas and can be customized to fit your 
curricular needs. 

 “Students were able to look deeper at pieces and find emotion in the art  
    and in themselves. Opportunities like these allow the child   
   to engage his mind and imagination and open them for a lifetime.”

  “Students were using critical thinking skills, asking questions, 
having respectful debates and at times connecting the art to  
   themselves or stories they knew.”

   “The students couldn’t stop trying to share their ideas  
of what was going on in the painting or sculpture!” 

Standards Addressed
Our school programs address Common Core State Standards, the national curriculum 
guidelines adopted by the State of Connecticut. Programs also link to the standards outlined 
in the Connecticut State Department of Education’s Arts Curriculum Framework, the Social 
Studies Curriculum Framework, the National Core Arts Standards, the Next Generation 
Science Standards, and the World Readiness Standards for Learning Languages.

Docent-Guided Tours

Tour themes are available for PreK–12 school 
groups and can be customized to support your 
classroom curriculum. All tours are one hour 
unless otherwise noted.

Story Time   
Grades PreK–K
Connect reading and art through this tour 
designed for our youngest student visitors. Tours 
for PreK and Kindergarten groups are 45 minutes

Learning to Look   
Grades K–8
Introduces students to the museum experience 
as they explore the elements of art through close 
looking and discussion. Tours for Kindergarten 
groups are 45 minutes

Artwise                
Grades 9–12
Students decode visual imagery, explore 
innovations in art, discuss the context of 
artworks, and experience the museum in this 
“Learning to Look” tour for high school students.

Step into the Story    
Grades K–12
Students learn to “read” and interpret works of 
art through character, setting, and plot. Tours for 
Kindergarten groups are 45 minutes

Connecticut People & Places   
Grades 3–8
Examining works of art as historical evidence, 
students learn about Connecticut’s history and 
culture.

American Art  
Grades 3–12
Students use critical thinking skills to interpret 
American paintings, sculpture, and decorative 
arts from the colonial period through today.  
Curricular connections include Colonial America 
and the American Revolution.

European Art  
Grades 3–12
Students use critical thinking skills to interpret 
European paintings, sculpture, and decorative 
arts from the Medieval era through the early 20th 
century. 

Myths, Stories, and Legends 
Grades 3–12
Students explore myths and legends from 
Greece, Rome, Egypt, Asia, and America in both 
ancient and modern artworks.

Looking to Write   
Grades 3–12
Strengthen student writing during this tour that 
pairs close looking and discussion with a brief 
writing activity. Tour is 1 hour 15 minutes

Studio Programs

Want a hands-on arts experience? Our studio 
programs combine a 45-minute guided tour 
with a 45-minute studio activity led by a teaching 
artist. Choose from the themes below. The same 
studio themes are available for school-day and for 
after-school bookings through the Community Arts 
Program.

Capacity: 50 students per session during school 
hours (unless otherwise noted); 25 students per 
session after-school (unless otherwise noted)

Animals in Art    
Grades PreK–2
Students discover animal imagery in works of 
art from around the world and create their own 
animal art using modeling clay.

Color My World   
Grades PreK–2
Students explore the elements of art in our 
galleries and create their own garden collage 
using a variety of colors, shapes, and textures.



Be the Curator    
Grades 3–5
Students explore landscapes, portraits, and 
still lifes in the galleries and try their hand at 
curating their own museum “exhibition.”

Making Myths    
Grades 3–5
Students view works depicting myths from 
ancient Greece, Rome, and Asia and illustrate 
their own myth on a two-dimensional vessel.

Art and Poetry  
Grades 6–12
Students compose color poems inspired by a 
work of art. Using watercolors, students create 
abstract paintings that use color to evoke a mood. 
Tour is 1 hour, plus a 30 minute studio activity

New! Drawing out the Details  
Grades 6–12  
Students are introduced to the elements of 
art through close looking. Students learn 
observational drawing techniques as they sketch 
from ancient three-dimensional objects. 

STEAM: Sketch like a Scientist   
Grades 6–12
Students will explore the intersection of science 
and art in still life paintings and sketch from 
insect and sea life specimens in the galleries. 
Capacity: 30 students; 15 students during after-
school hours

Art and Literacy Programs

Art and Writing  
Grades 3–5

New! Art and Writing  
Grades 6–8
Free for all participants.  
Free busing for Hartford schools while  
funding lasts.

Art and Writing is an art and literacy  
curriculum that combines teacher-led classroom 
instruction with a complementary museum 
tour. Teachers/teams will receive a Curriculum 
Resource workbook by mail which includes 
lessons, worksheets, and printed and digital 
artwork reproductions for use in class. 

Art & Writing (Grades 3–5) is based on grade 
level. When booking, confirm your class grade. 

Art & Writing (Grades 6–8) is designed around 
3 themes: Heroes & Hybrids, People & Their 
Environments, and We the People (American 
Identity). Lessons can be taught individually 
or as a unit. The program is designed for 
Social Studies, English Language Arts, World 
Language, and Arts classrooms. We are happy to 
discuss methods of implementing the program in 
your classroom and across disciplines. 

Museum on the Move  
Grade 4
Free for all participating Hartford Public Schools. 
Program materials and busing is provided.

Museum on the Move is a six-part art and 
literacy outreach program available exclusively 
to Hartford Public Schools. Teachers must 
register for Museum on the Move through the 
Hartford Performs database.  

 “Extraordinary resources explored with inspiring,  
    accessible staff. Wadsworth now feels like “my” museum!” 

“Every time I come to an event at the Wadsworth  
      I leave excited to share art with my students.  
  You present it in a way that makes it accessible to everyone!”

Teacher Programs
Teacher Programs at the Wadsworth Atheneum are designed as professional 
development opportunities for PreK-12 educators. Through modeled instruction and 
hands-on activities, our programs introduce teachers to the museum’s collection  
and special exhibitions and provide strategies for integrating the arts into the 
classroom across all subject areas. Additionally, the museum offers appointment-based 
workshops and teacher appreciation events called Evenings for Educators.

Multi-Site Visits

Partnership with  
the Connecticut Science Center
Tour the Connecticut Science Center and the 
Wadsworth Atheneum on the same day for one low 
price. $12/person, $8/person for Hartford schools, 
East Hartford & Manchester Public Schools.

Select from two tours to best fit your curriculum and 
student needs:

Learning to Look/Artwise (Grades K–12)  
See Like a Scientist (Grades 6–12)

Partnership  
with Connecticut’s  
Old State House

The Place Where You  
Live Multisite Visit  
Grades 3–12
Students explore Connecticut’s material 
history through the objects and architecture 
at Connecticut’s Old State House and the 
Wadsworth Atheneum. $7/person,  
$3/person for Hartford schools, East Hartford  
& Manchester Public Schools.



Arranging Your Visit 

Ready to schedule your visit? It’s easy!

Booking your Visit

School Group reservations must be made at least three weeks in advance. 

You can book your school program using our School Group Reservation Form 
online at thewadsworth.org/schoolreservations. Or call our Group Reservation 
Line at (860) 838-4046.

If you work at a Title I school, please call the Group Reservation Line to ask about options for 
booking a school tour or studio program at no cost. This requires a reservation in advance. 

School Tours Hours & Fees:
Wednesday–Friday 
Docent-guided: 9:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Self-guided: Noon to closing 

School Groups: $5/student or chaperone 
Free for Hartford and CREC school groups  
Free for Manchester and East Hartford  
public school groups 
Free for Art and Writing programs 

Studio Programs Hours & Fees:
September–June, Wednesday–Friday 
School Hours: 9:30–11am or 10–11:30 am 
After School Hours: 4:30–6pm

School Group Fees: $7.50/student and  
$5/chaperone 
Free for Hartford and CREC school and  
youth groups  
Free for Manchester and East Hartford  
public school groups

Hartford Free Bus Program 
Hartford schools booking a field trip may 
request free busing to the museum. Buses are 
limited and are distributed on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

Art and Literacy Free Bus Program
Hartford schools booking Art and Writing 
(elementary or middle school) or Museum on 
the Move programs will receive free busing. 
Buses are limited and are distributed on a 
first-come, first-served basis.

East Hartford and Manchester 
Free Bus Program
East Hartford and Manchester public schools 
booking a field trip may request free busing 
and free admission to the museum. Buses are 
limited and are distributed on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

Wheels to Learning Free Bus Program
Schools from Windham County may apply 
at wheelstolearning.org for free busing. 
Admission is waived for eligible schools.

Hours & Fees

Free Busing Opportunities

Call (860) 838-4046 to book transportation. If you are booking through our online  
form, please specify if you are requesting bus transportation.

Workshops

Election Day Workshop
Tuesday, November 5th, 2019, 9–2 pm 
$35/teacher; $30 for museum and  
CAEA members 

 

Registration will be posted at  
thewadsworth.org/teacherprograms.

Appointment-based Workshops
Are you a K-12 educator or administrator 
looking to integrate the arts into your teaching? 
We can design customized professional 
development sessions that support specific 
curricular needs. Call (860) 838-4170 or email 
teachers@wadsworthatheneum.org to book. 
Sessions require a minimum of six weeks 
advance booking. 

fee  $35/teacher for up to 3 contact hours. 

A maximum of 15 teachers can be 
accommodated per workshop session.  
Larger groups must book multiple sessions.

Evening for Educators

The Wadsworth welcomes teachers! During  
our biannual Evening for Educators, teachers 
unwind at the museum, experience exhibitions 
after-hours, gain insight from experts, and  
try out art activities related to our collection. 
To receive updates and invites, please email 
teachers@wadsworthatheneum.org. 

Stay tuned for 2019–2020 Evening for 
Educator dates! 

Register for teacher programs online at 
thewadsworth.org/teacherprograms. 

Teacher Resources

Classroom Resources & Lesson Plans
Integrate the arts into your classroom teaching 
with our online collection of lesson plans. Lesson 
plans and resources are designed for teachers in 
all subject areas and grade levels.

Teacher Mailing List
Join our School and Teacher Programs mailing 
list and stay up-to-date with free busing, teacher 
events, school programs, and more! Subscribe at 
thewadsworth.org/teachers.


