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Wadsworth Atheneum Hosts First Virtual Gala 
Saturday, September 26 at 7pm 

  
Hartford, Conn. (September 17, 2020)--The Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art's first 
ever virtual fundraising gala will be an hour-long program, presented by the Mandell-
Braunstein Family. It will celebrate the museum's impact in the community, rich history 
of ground-breaking exhibitions, and provide a look ahead to what is planned for the 
coming year. Celebrate the Wadsworth will be held on Saturday, September 26, 2020 at 
7pm. Registration is free and all donations support the general operations of the museum. 
Register via thewadsworth.org/celebratethewadsworth. 
 
Celebrate the Wadsworth featured speakers include Wadsworth staff, trustees, curators, 
and special guests. Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution Lonnie G. Bunch III shares 
his perspective about why museums matter today; Director of the National Gallery, 
London Dr. Gabriele Finaldi speaks about the Wadsworth's Artemisia Gentileschi Self-
Portrait as a Lute Player on view in London; and artists Ali Banisadr and Todd Gray 
discuss their upcoming MATRIX exhibitions. Other special guests include Connecticut 
artists Ed Johnetta Miller and James Prosek. The gala pre-show will feature the musical 
duo Acute Inflections. The pre-show begins at 6:45pm and will conclude with a cocktail 



mixing demonstration that viewers can follow from home, shaking-up their own Art-
tini to enjoy while watching the program. 
 
Every year proceeds from the annual gala ensure that the museum is able to fulfill its 
mission: Holding its collection in trust for all people, the Wadsworth is dedicated to 
advancing knowledge and inspiring everyone to experience and appreciate excellence in 
art and culture. Contributions and support received this year are vital as the Wadsworth 
recently reopened its indoor galleries, and is expanding its digital doorstep, welcoming 
the public to experience art and a dynamic array of virtual programs available to 
everyone. 
 
Register to attend and make a gift at checkout via 
thewadsworth.org/celebratethewadsworth. Sign up to be an event sponsor via the same 
link or by calling (860) 838-4077. Donate anytime via thewadsworth.org/give. 
 
Event Sponsors as of September 15, 2020 
  
Presenting sponsor: Mandell-Braunstein Family 
Supporting sponsor: Tiger Iron Capital 
Contributing sponsors: Avangrid Foundation, JP Morgan Chase & Co., The Hartford, 
Travelers, Emilie and Raul de Brigard, Laura R. Harris, Buz and Carol Kohn, Drs. 
Timothy McLaughlin and Marian Kellner, Lynn Beaulieu and Gerard Lupacchino, Mrs. 
John M. Gibbons, Jr., Rick and Susan Copeland, Agnes & Billy Peelle 
Promoting sponsors: Michael and Cindy Klein, Income Research + Management, 
Barnes Group Inc., Barbara & Tom Ward, Dave and Sharon Jepson, Sharon and Frank 
Travis and The Travis Foundation 
Sponsors: Mr. and Mrs. Jared I. Edwards, Robert H. and Sharon W. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hy Schwartz, Lee Kuckro 
 
Welcome Back 
In line with the state's Reopen Connecticut guidelines the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum 
of Art is operating at limited capacity with timed entry. Hours are noon-5pm Fridays, 
Saturdays, and Sundays, closing from 2-3pm each day for cleaning. To enter the 
museum, advance reservations are required and can be made online via 
thewadsworth.org. All visitors must enter and exit via the museum's Avery Memorial 
entrance, located at 29 Atheneum Square North. Visitors are required to wear a face mask 
and observe a safe social distance of 6 feet from others while on the grounds of the 
Wadsworth and inside the museum. 
  
About the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art 
Founded in 1842 with a vision for infusing art into the American experience, the 
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art is home to a collection of nearly 50,000 works of 
art spanning 5,000 years and encompassing European art from antiquity through 
contemporary as well as American art from the 1600s to today. The Wadsworth 
Atheneum's five connected buildings--representing architectural styles including Gothic 
Revival, modern International Style, and 1960s Brutalism--are located at 600 Main Street 



in Hartford, Conn. Admission: free through November 25, 2020; $15 adults; $12 seniors; 
$5 students; free for members, Hartford residents, and youth (age 17 and under). Public 
phone: (860) 278-2670; website: thewadsworth.org. 
 
Image caption: Sol LeWitt, Wall Drawing #1131, Whirls and Twirls (Wadsworth), 2004. 
Ink and paint on walls. The Ella Gallup Sumner and Mary Catlin Sumner Collection 
Fund, 2004.12.1 
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