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Visitor Information

Hours

Access

The Wadsworth is operating on a reduced schedule
in line with the state’s Reopen Connecticut capacity
and safety guidelines. Visitor registration is required
in advance via thewadsworth.org. Walk-up visitors
may be accommodated based on availability. Call
(860) 278-2670 to talk to a representative at the
Info Desk Wednesday–Sunday.

The museum’s accessible entrance is located
at 29 Atheneum Square North. Handicapped
parking spaces are located nearby on Main
Street and Prospect Street. Wheelchairs are
available at the Info Desk upon request.

Fridays: noon–8pm
Saturday & Sunday: noon–5pm

The Wadsworth is operating at a limited capacity
with timed-entry. Registration is required in
advance via thewadsworth.org and visitors are
asked to arrive no more than 10 minutes before
the entry time window specified at registration. A
face mask/covering and contactless temperature
check are required to enter the museum. Floor
markings and room capacity signs are posted
to ensure safe social distancing. Visitors are
encouraged to bring a smartphone or connected
device to access audio tours and digital versions
of the museum map and interpretive materials
in the galleries. Free WiFi is available. The library,
food service, theater, and Austin House will be
closed to the public. Coat check and bag storage
will not be available and visitors are advised that
backpacks, food, and drink are not permitted in
the galleries.

Holiday Hours
Closed on Christmas Day,
Friday, December 25, 2020; and
New Year’s Day, Friday, January 1, 2021
While our annual Festival of Trees & Traditions
will not take place this year, the museum is
wonderful to visit during the holiday season.
Stroll the galleries with family, shop for the
perfect gift in The Museum Shop and enjoy
festive seasonal décor.

Admission
Bring a friend and explore art together.
Admission to the Wadsworth is free to all
through November 25, 2020.
Adults: $15
Seniors: $12
Students: $5
Members, Hartford Residents &
Youth (age 17 & under): Free
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Visitor Guidelines

Parking
Park for $3 at the Connecticut Convention Center
garage (with validation at the museum), located
at 100 Columbus Boulevard. The Wadsworth
is also accessible via public transit such as
CTfastrak. Street parking is metered 8am–6pm
weekdays, and free after 6pm weekdays and all
day on weekends. For more information visit
thewadsworth.org.
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MATRIX

Opposite: Ali Banisadr, The Prophet, 2020.
Oil on linen. Courtesy of the artist and
Kasmin Gallery, New York
Left: Ali Banisadr, Only Breath, 2020.
Oil on linen. Courtesy of the artist and
Kasmin Gallery, New York

MATRIX 185 / Ali Banisadr
Through February 14, 2021
Occupying the “between space” of fantasies
and dreams, Ali Banisadr’s lively paintings
explore intangible worlds balancing figuration
and abstraction, order and disorder, energy and
entropy. The artist’s process has been related to
synesthesia—an internal response where sound
takes visual form in his painterly compositions.
His perception of sound as inextricably linked
to color and form began in his native Tehran,
Iran, when he was a boy, during the Iran-Iraq
War (1980–1988)—he recalls making drawings
while sheltering from attacks. Fleeing with his
family first to Turkey, then California, and now
living in New York, Banisadr’s life experiences
have fueled his interest in different cultures,
art history, and the current events that inform
his art. Hallucinogenic or monochromatic color

22224_Wadsworth Atheneum.indd 5-6

palettes heighten the drama of veiled masses in
motion. Banisadr differentiates individual figures
by pattern and style, variously applying paint with
brushes, rags, and sticks. Like an all-seeing eye,
Banisadr observes and considers societies past,
present, and future, positioning his work as a
critique on the human condition.
Inspired by a wide range of sources, Banisadr has
selected works from the Wadsworth collection
that illuminate his artistic interests. Within the
MATRIX gallery, several Wadsworth collection
prints, drawings, and paintings dating from the
sixteenth to twentieth century from a variety of
cultures join Banisadr’s work including a panel
painting after Hieronymus Bosch, etchings by
Francisco Goya from his series Los Caprichos,
woodblock prints by Utagawa Hiroshige, and a
Joseph Cornell sculpture. Whether abstract or

representational, Banisadr finds a kinship in
their subject matter: strangely vivid worlds often
animated with disturbing creatures.
Other works chosen by Banisadr remain on view
elsewhere in the museum and are presented in
a video collage created by the artist, available to
view both online and in the museum. Interested
in showing his artist’s eye, the collage presents
specific details in works of art where his
focus is drawn. A playlist curated by Banisadr
expresses the integral role sound plays in his art
making. Access the playlist and video collage via
thewadsworth.org
Inaugurated in 1975, MATRIX is the Wadsworth’s groundbreaking
contemporary art exhibition series featuring works by artists from
around the world. Many MATRIX artists, such as Christo, Sol LeWitt,
Gerhard Richter, Cindy Sherman, Andy Warhol, and Carrie Mae
Weems, are now considered seminal figures in contemporary art.
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Focus Exhibition

Exhibitions

A series of presentations of singular
masterpieces, organized in recognition
of the Wadsworth’s 175th anniversary.

Installation view of Protest and Promise

Chaim Gross
I Love My Baby / A Love of Wood
November 11, 2020–March 21, 2021
A recent gift to the museum, Chaim Gross’s
I Love My Baby (1948) is an outstanding example
of direct carving from a single piece of hardwood.
A master of the medium, Gross wrote the
essential instructional resource on the subject,
The Technique of Wood Sculpture (1957). The
book features photographs by documentary
photographer Eliot Elisofon. With I Love My Baby
as a centerpiece, the artist’s process is examined
through several preparatory drawings, Elisofon’s
photographs of Gross at work, a selection of the
artist’s tools, and a short film that follows Gross
through the creation of a single sculpture.
Right: Chaim Gross, I Love My Baby, 1948. Lignum vitae. Gift of
Mimi Gross
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Protest and Promise
Selections from the Contemporary Art Collection, 1963–2019
Ongoing
Artists of every era have engaged with politics
through various means, and the Wadsworth has
been collecting politically engaged art since
1842 beginning with its founding collection
of Hudson River School paintings. And yet,
from the Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s,
artists have challenged and addressed social
and political issues with a new directness as
activists and visionaries.
Newly acquired by the Wadsworth, Zoe Leonard’s
i want a president… (1992/2018) inspired this
installation. The text-based work of art calls

for a different kind of national leader, one
who has experienced some of the real-life
struggles depicted and addressed in Protest and
Promise. Movements demanding racial, gender,
and sexual orientation equity strive for legal
rights. Gun violence, strict immigration laws,
and the AIDS crisis incite demands for policy
change. Using art as a form of activism, criticism,
and empowerment, the work on view confronts
longstanding injustices and social disparities
with an eye to systemic transformations and a
more hopeful future.
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Exhibitions

Freedom & Fragility
Through February 7, 2021

Installation view of Savor

Savor: A Revolution in Food Culture
Through January 3, 2021
Food and dining were transformed in eighteenthcentury Europe by profound changes that
resonate to this day. What many of us eat, the
way food is cooked, and how we dine continue to
be influenced by radical changes that took place
in France between 1650 and 1789, the start of
the French Revolution. Savor explores the details
and events behind this transformation. Rare
objects, from early cookbooks and gardening
manuals to tureens in the forms of cauliflowers
and chickens, reveal fascinating histories
and stories about advances in horticulture,
surprisingly modern philosophies on healthy
eating, and a shift to more informal dining.
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Savor: A Revolution in Food Culture is organized by
the Gardiner Museum, Toronto, and curated by
Meredith Chilton, Curator Emerita at the Gardiner
Museum. This presentation of the exhibition is a
collaboration between the Wadsworth Atheneum
Museum of Art and the Gardiner Museum.
Major support provided by Beatrice Koopman, Dorothy Brooks
Koopman, and Rena Koopman through the Beatrice Fox Auerbach
Foundation Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving,
the Design and Decorative Arts Council, the David T. Langrock
Foundation, Duff Ashmead and Eric Ort, Mr. Gerald Lupaccino and
Mr. Lynn Beaulier, Agnes and Bill Peelle, and Bank of America.

Freedom, 1863–2020....Are we there yet?
The promise of “Freedom” for all, though a
cornerstone of American values, remains largely
fraught to this day. While the Union’s victory over
the Confederacy would secure the ratification of
the thirteenth amendment abolishing slavery in
the United States, African Americans continued
to face recurring challenges aimed at preserving
the former racial hierarchy. Resiliency would
characterize the struggle of the African diaspora
who survived the middle passage and earned
their freedom in the United States of America. In
the works of artists Hale Woodruff, Faith Ringgold,
and Sheila Pree Bright is an enduring spirit
that portrays the challenges and risks African
Americans face in exercising their rights. Despite
new liberties given to the formerly enslaved
and their descendants, the notion of freedom in
America is fragile, as continued struggles towards
equity define the Black experience. Guest curated
by Amy Sailor. Learn more about The Amistad
Center at amistadcenter.org.
Above left: Installation view of Freedom & Fragility

Made in Connecticut: Celebrating
25 Years of the CT Art Trail
Through February 7, 2021
The Connecticut Art Trail—
one of the first tourism
trails in the state—has been
guiding art aficionados across
Connecticut on a journey
that includes 22 world-class
museums and historic sites
for 25 years. In celebration of this milestone
anniversary Made in Connecticut brings together
works of art and objects from the collections of
each of the Art Trail member institutions.
Curated by James Prosek, American artist, writer,
naturalist, and current Artist-in-Residence at the
Yale University Art Gallery, the exhibition features
paintings, drawings, prints and other works of art,
alongside a number of decorative and industrial
art objects including a rubber desk, an early
typewriter, and a selection of historic buttons.
Above right: James Prosek, Connecticut Composition No. 1, 2020.
Oil and acrylic on panel. Courtesy of the artist
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Our Digital
Doorstep
Creative Connections
Stay connected to the collection from any location
via thewadsworth.org/creative-connections, a
digital library of 3D virtual tours, family-friendly
art activity packs, program recordings, and videos
featuring staff, exhibitions, and artwork from the
collection.
Connect from Anywhere
Explore 3D virtual tours of the museum’s Avery
Court and Cabinet of Art and Curiosity from
anywhere. Morgan Great Hall and more collection
galleries will be available soon.
Artemisia in your Home
Download the free Boulevard Features app
(available on Apple devices; coming soon for
Android) to place Artemisia Gentileschi’s Self
Portrait as a Lute Player in your home and interact
with special audio and visuals. More works from
the Wadsworth collection will soon be added,
including Salvador Dalí’s Apparition of Face and
Fruit Dish on a Beach and Howardena Pindell’s
Autobiography: Water / Ancestors / Middle Passage /
Family Ghosts.
And the Winner is…
Vote for your favorite work from the collection
to be featured as the Artwork of the Month. Each
month, new themes and works of art will be
presented for your vote on our Mobile Guide. Cast
your vote via mobile.wa.yourcultureconnect.com.
Make it at Home
Experience the Wadsworth from home with your
family. Learn about works of art—from an ancient
camel to a surreal face—through kid-friendly
activities. thewadsworth.org/virtual-studio
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Public Programs

Virtual Programs
Free and open to the public. Access links
available via thewadsworth.org.
Mohegan Tribe Culture and Traditions
Wednesday, November 4; noon
Pamela Massey, Traditions and Outreach Specialist
at the Mohegan Tribe of Indians of Connecticut,
discusses the history, rituals, and objects sacred
and meaningful to the Mohegan tribe.
In conjunction with Connecticut Art Trail’s Made in Connecticut
exhibition.

Encounters: Radical Women Artists
Thursday, November 5; 5pm
Explore questions about how gender has shaped
the history of art and how notions of gender
have evolved over time. How have women artists
worked and succeeded in a male-dominated
art world? How has the reception of women as
artists been affected by gender bias and the
availability of training opportunities? Free and
open to the public. Advance registration required
via thewadsworth.org.
Encounters is a series of free virtual discussions fueled by short
readings and timely subjects. Co-sponsored with the Hartford
History Center at the Hartford Public Library, The Amistad Center
for Art & Culture, The Old State House, and the University of
Connecticut’s Humanities Institute.

The Many Faces of the Odyssey’s Women
Thursday, November 12; 6pm
Vincent Tomasso, professor of classics at Trinity
College, and choreographer Sonia Plumb reveal
the relevance of ancient Greek and Roman
cultures through an analysis of Homer’s The
Odyssey and Plumb’s contemporary exploration
of Penelope in the dance she choreographed,
Penelope’s Odyssey.
Co-sponsored with Trinity College and generously supported by a
grant from CT Humanities.

Protest and Promise
Friday, November 13; noon
How does art ask us to rethink our values or
push us to confront injustice and inequality?
Join curator Patricia Hickson for an overview of
contemporary works of art in the Wadsworth’s
collection that engage political ideas of protest,
policy, and discriminatory practices, including
Zoe Leonard’s i want a president (1992/2018), a
recent acquisition.
The Amistad Center for Art & Culture:
Genesis and Collection Highlights
Wednesday, November 18; 5pm

James Prosek is not only a prolific artist, curator,
author, and naturalist, but he also charts the
landscape through music. A founding member
of the group Troutband, Prosek will perform a
concert from the Wadsworth that you can watch
virtually from your own home.

In 1987, about 6,000 objects relating to Black
history and culture in the United States
were acquired by the newly formed Amistad
Foundation. Housed and displayed at the
Wadsworth, the collection rapidly expanded and
transformed into The Amistad Center for Art
& Culture documenting the African American
experience. Join a fascinating discussion about
the inception of The Amistad Center and the
breadth of its collections ranging from art, to
historical documents, artifacts, and a vast
collection of books.

In conjunction with Connecticut Art Trail’s Made in Connecticut
exhibition.

Co-sponsored with the Auerbach Library Associates of the
Wadsworth Atheneum and The Amistad Center for Art & Culture.

An Evening with James Prosek
Friday, November 6; 5pm
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Ali Banisadr & Robert Hobbs in Conversation
Friday, November 20; 5pm
Ali Banisadr composes abstract dreamscapes
that describe his impressions of the trauma of
the war and conflict he experienced as a child
in his native Tehran. Banisadr will consider his
MATRIX installation, as well as his relationship
to art history and sound in discussion with
distinguished critic and professor emeritus of
art history Robert Hobbs.
The King’s Peas:
Food Culture in the Age of Enlightenment
Sunday, November 22; 2pm
Meredith Chilton, Curator Emerita at the Gardiner
Museum, traces the evolution of changes to
food culture in France and England in the Age
of Enlightenment. Increased growing seasons
and the import and cultivation of new crops,
innovations in stoves, exponents of vegetarianism
and locally sourced diets—all led to profound
cooking transformations and the development of
new and desirable wares in silver and porcelain
as consumer demand impacted the market.

Conservation Behind-the-Scenes:
On the Easel
Wednesday, December 2; noon
Join conservator Allen Kosanovich for exciting
discoveries taking place on the easel in the
Wadsworth’s paintings conservation studio.
Women’s Voices in Antiquity and Now
Tuesday, December 8; 5pm
How do gender roles determine the way
women’s voices are heard, interpreted, and
hindered? Lauren Caldwell, professor of classics
at UMass Amherst, joins choreographer Sonia
Plumb to examine how gender roles defined and
limited a woman’s ability to carve out personal
and professional lives in ancient Greek and
Roman cultures. Plumb shares how Caldwell’s
research led to her contemporary dance
Penelope’s Odyssey.
Co-sponsored with Trinity College and generously supported by a
grant from CT Humanities

In conjunction with Savor: A Revolution in Food Culture.
Co-sponsored with the Design and Decorative Arts Council.
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Family and
Community
Programs

Public Programs

Virtual Programs
Free and open to the public. Access links
available via thewadsworth.org.
I Love My Baby
Thursday, December 10; noon
Sculptor Chaim Gross played a key role in
shaping post-war American art. Join artist Mimi
Gross for a discussion of her father’s work with
curator Patricia Hickson. In conjunction with the
installation of the sculpture I Love My Baby (1948),
a recent addition to the Wadsworth collection.
CONNetic Dance: Nutcracker Suite and Spicy
Friday, December 11; 7pm
December wouldn’t be the same without this
unique and totally entertaining twist on the
classical ballet. After the performance, don your
ugly holiday sweater and have a cocktail in hand
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to join the cast and crew for a virtual reception.
Choreographed and directed by Carolyn Paine.
Available to watch until December 31, 2020 via
thewadsworth.org.
For more CONNetic Dance, watch the Nutcracker
Suite and Spicy documentary to follow the
evolution of the creative process surrounding the
ballet from its genesis in 2009 to its 10th year
anniversary in 2019.
Conservation Behind-the-Scenes:
Revolutionary-era Leather
Tuesday, December 15; noon
Object conservators are problem-solvers and
experimentalists who preserve a wide-range of art
and artifacts. Join conservator Casey Mallinckrodt
in the conservation lab for a close look at her
analysis and treatment process for an American
Revolutionary-era leather coat in the collection.

Virtual Second Saturdays for Families
Explore art with your family, encourage
creativity, and expand your imagination through
conversation and discovery. Digital activity packs
include art-making demonstrations, visual
scavenger hunts, close looking prompts, and
story time in English and Spanish. Available
on the second Saturday of the month and
afterwards via thewadsworth.org.
Connecticut Connections
Saturday, November 14

Winter Wonderland
Saturday, December 12
Celebrate the season with a day of merriment
and create a decorative ornament inspired by
winter landscapes.
Second Saturdays for Families is supported by Aetna. Additional
support is provided by the Ensworth Charitable Foundation,
Bank of America, N.A., Trustee, the George A. and Grace L. Long
Foundation, Bank of America, N.A., Co-Trustee, and the Charles
Nelson Robinson Fund, Bank of America, N.A., Trustee.

Explore the exhibition Made in Connecticut and
get inspired by art objects collected from all over
the state. Design an artwork that presents your
unique view of The Constitution State. What artist,
story, or town would you like to highlight?
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Tours

Docent-Guided Tours
Docent-guided tours for individuals and small
groups of up to 8 people, unless otherwise
specified, are available by reservation only. Check
thewadsworth.org for current tour schedules and
availability. Museum entry is limited at these hours
to guided groups and visitors are required to
remain with the group for the duration of the tour.
Face masks and social distancing required. Call
(860) 838-4046 to inquire about virtual touring
possibilities.
Member Only Tours
What’s New
Friday, November 13; 11am
Holiday Feasting
Friday, December 11; 11am
Highlights Tours
Wednesdays, 11:30am & 2:30pm
Saturdays & Sundays, 11am
Special Theme Tours
Savor: A Revolution in Food Culture
Wednesdays, 1pm. Limited to groups of 4 people
per tour.
Made in Connecticut:
Celebrating 25 Years of the CT Art Trail
Sundays, 11am
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Museum Shop

Family Tours
Every second and fourth Saturday, 11:15am
Reserved for families and adults with children
only. Little ones, strollers, and intergenerational
bonding expected!

Mobile Guide
We’ve created a new mobile
experience to enhance
the way you interact with
the collection. Explore
over 100 works in depth
with audio insights from
artists, curators, and
scholars, layered with video
and images for a deeper
understanding. Bring your
own device to access from
the museum or browse
from wherever you happen
to be. Cast your vote for the Artwork of the Month
to see your favorites featured on social media
and in collection highlight emails. Check it out:
mobile.wa.yourcultureconnect.com.

Welcome Back to the Museum Shop
Shop unique gifts for all ages, home accessories,
a wide selection of exhibition catalogues, books,
stationery, games, toys, and puzzles in person or
online anytime via thewadsworth.org.
2021 calendars and boxed holiday cards are
here! Religious, whimsical, and artist inspired
designs are available.

Museum Store Sunday
Sunday, November 29
Shop in person for special discounts and
promotions throughout the day or enjoy free
shipping for online orders.

Corporate Shopping Days
December 12–19
Corporate member employees receive 10% off
purchases online and in-store.
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Calendar

November
Highlights Tours
Wednesdays, 11:30am & 2:30pm
Saturdays & Sundays, 11am
Savor: A Revolution
in Food Culture
Wednesdays, 1pm
Made in Connecticut:
Celebrating 25 Years
of the CT Art Trail
Sundays, 11am
Family Tours
Every second and fourth
Saturday, 11:15am

November 6

November 18

F R I D AY

W E D N E S D AY

An Evening with James Prosek
Virtual Program
5pm

The Amistad Center for
Art & Culture: Genesis and
Collection Highlights
Virtual Program
5pm

November 12
T H U R S D AY

The Many Faces of the
Odyssey’s Women
Virtual Program
6pm

November 13
F R I D AY

November 4
W E D N E S D AY

Mohegan Tribe Culture
and Traditions
Virtual Program
noon

November 5
T H U R S D AY

Encounters: Radical Women
Artists
Virtual Program
5pm
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November 20
F R I D AY

Ali Banisadr & Robert Hobbs
in Conversation
Virtual Program
5pm

November 22

December
Highlights Tours
Wednesdays, 11:30am & 2:30pm
Saturdays & Sundays, 11am
Savor: A Revolution
in Food Culture
Wednesdays, 1pm
Made in Connecticut:
Celebrating 25 Years
of the CT Art Trail
Sundays, 11am

Member Only Tour
11am

S U N D AY

Protest and Promise
Virtual Program
noon

The King’s Peas: Food Culture
in the Age of Enlightenment
Virtual Program
2pm

Family Tours
Every second and fourth
Saturday, 11:15am

November 14
S AT U R D AY

Second Saturdays for Families:
Connecticut Connections
Virtual Program

December 8

December 12

T U E S D AY

S AT U R D AY

Women’s Voices in
Antiquity and Now
Virtual Program
5pm

Second Saturdays for Families:
Winter Wonderland
Virtual Program

December 10
T H U R S D AY

I Love My Baby
Virtual Program
noon

December 11
F R I D AY

November 29

December 2

S U N D AY

W E D N E S D AY

Member Only Tour
11am

Museum Store Sunday
Online & In-Store

Conservation Behind the
Scenes: On the Easel
Virtual Program
noon

CONNetic Dance:
Nutcracker Suite and Spicy
Virtual Program
7pm

December 12–19
Corporate Shopping Days
Online & In-Store

December 15
T U E S D AY

Conservation Behind-theScenes: Revolutionary-era
Leather
Virtual Program
noon
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