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600 Main Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 06103

Hours
The Wadsworth is operating on a reduced schedule 
in line with the state’s Reopen Connecticut capacity 
and safety guidelines. Visitor registration is required 
in advance via thewadsworth.org. Walk-up visitors 
may be accommodated based on availability. Call 
(860) 278-2670 to talk to a representative at the 
Info Desk Wednesday–Sunday.

Fridays: noon–8pm 
Saturday & Sunday: noon–5pm

Admission
Adults: $15 
Seniors: $12 
Students: $5 
Members, Hartford Residents & 
 Youth (age 17 & under): Free

Hours and admission subject to change.

Access
The museum’s accessible entrance is Avery 
Memorial lobby, located at 29 Atheneum Square 
North. Handicapped parking spaces are located 
nearby on Main Street and Prospect Street. 
Wheelchairs are available at the Info Desk upon 
request. 

Visitor Guidelines
In line with the state’s Reopen Connecticut 
guidelines, the Wadsworth will be operating at a 
limited capacity with timed-entry. Registration 
is required in advance via thewadsworth.org 
and visitors are asked to arrive no more than 10 
minutes before the entry time window specified 
at registration. A face mask/covering and 
contactless temperature check are required to 
enter the museum. Observe the floor markings 
and posted room capacity advisories to ensure 
safe social distancing. Visitors are encouraged to 
bring a smartphone or connected device to access 
audio tours and digital versions of the museum 
map and interpretive materials in the galleries. 
The library, food service, theater, and Austin House 
are closed to the public. 

Parking
Park for $3 at the Connecticut Convention Center 
garage (with validation at the museum), located 
at 100 Columbus Boulevard. The Wadsworth 
is also accessible via public transit such as 
CTfastrak. Street parking is metered 8am–6pm 
weekdays, and free after 6pm weekdays and all 
day on weekends. For more information visit 
thewadsworth.org.

Visitor Information

On the Cover 
Edvard Munch first stayed in 
Aasgaardstrand, a fishing village 
about seventy miles south of 
Oslo, in the summer of 1889. 
In 1897 he bought the cottage 
he had previously rented there, 
which he named “The House 
of Fortune.” This cottage held 
memories for Munch, both 
as a haven for spending time 
with his family and friends, 
as well as a place where he 
could paint outdoors. It was at 
Aasgaardstrand that he painted 
his best-known composition The 
Scream.

Cover: Edvard Munch, Aasgaardstrand, 
c. 1904. Oil on canvas. The Ella Gallup 
Sumner and Mary Catlin Sumner 
Collection Fund



Paul Manship: Ancient Made Modern
February 11–July 3, 2021

Paul Manship’s sculpture visually defines a 
melding of ancient and modern sensibilities. One 
of America’s most celebrated sculptors of the 
early twentieth century, he is known for major 
public commissions such as Prometheus at 
Rockefeller Center in Manhattan and the Rainey 
Memorial Gates at the Bronx Zoo. Manship spent 
his student years at the American Academy 
in Rome. His time there was the foundational 
chapter in a long career, when his ideas and 
working methods were deeply influenced by the 
ancient works he studied. While abroad, Manship 
developed a repertoire of designs that he 
incorporated into his streamlined Art Deco style. 
Upon his return to New York City, his dramatic, 
energetic bronze sculptures reinterpreted the 
past for the modern age, attracting critical 
acclaim and establishing a new direction for 
American sculpture. Together with his signature 
bronzes, associated sketches and ancient 
artifacts illuminate how Manship became a 
master of his craft.

Major support provided by the David T. Langrock Foundation and 
the Terra Foundation for American Art.

Exhibitions

Right: Hermonax Painter (Greek, 5th century BCE), Lekythos 
(Oil Flask), made Attica Greece c. 470–460 BCE. Terracotta. 
Purchased through the gift of Henry and Walter Keney

Opposite: Paul Manship, Flight of Night, 1916. Bronze on a veined 
black marble base. Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, Gift of 
Philip L. Goodwin. © Estate of Paul Manship



Todd Gray / MATRIX 186
March 4 – June 20, 2021

Todd Gray’s photographic assemblages explore 
the history and impact of European colonialism, 
slavery, and the African diaspora. A personal 
subject for the artist, his family has been unable 
to trace its lineage beyond three generations 
due to the legacy of slavery. In creating work, 
Gray mines his extensive archive of photographs 
created over decades of travel, then selects and 
juxtaposes images of African individuals and 
sublime landscapes, formally-designed European 
gardens, and dazzling Hubble Space Telescope 
constellations. Framed individually in different 
styles of thrift-store frames, the artist layers 
and stacks the images in dynamic overlapping 

compositions of two to four photographs. Breaking 
all the rules of formal presentation, Gray conceals 
and pairs imagery to take us on a complex journey 
about identity through Africa, Europe, and the 
cosmos, and through time and space. 

For his MATRIX project, Gray embraces the 
experimental nature of the MATRIX program to 
expand his practice with two new and ambitious 
photographic assemblages exceeding twenty and 
twenty-four feet in length. More than ten works 
will make up each work’s visual narrative, their 
scale and imagery enveloping the viewer in a 
historical, cultural, and spiritual experience that 
directly connects with the renewed contemporary 
discourse to face past and present transgressions. 
Four recent multi-part works will accompany the 
monumental works in Gray’s MATRIX project.

Ali Banisadr / MATRIX 185
Through February 14, 2021

Occupying the “between space” of fantasies 
and dreams, Ali Banisadr’s lively paintings 
explore intangible worlds balancing figuration 
and abstraction, order and disorder, energy 
and entropy. The artist has linked his process 
to synesthesia—an internal response in 
which sound takes visual form in his painterly 
compositions. His perception of sound as 
inextricably linked to color and form began in 
his native Tehran, Iran, when he was a boy, 
during the Iran-Iraq War (1980–1988). He recalls 
making drawings while sheltering from the 
bombing attacks. Fleeing with his family first to 
Turkey, then California, and now living in New 
York, Banisadr’s life experiences have fueled 
his interest in different cultures, art history, and 
the current events that inform his art. Like an 
all-seeing eye, Banisadr observes and considers 
societies past, present, and future positioning his 
work as a critique on the human condition.

Inspired by a wide range of sources, Banisadr 
has selected works from the Wadsworth 
collection that illuminate his artistic interests. 
Within the MATRIX gallery, several Wadsworth 
collection prints, drawings, and paintings dating 
from the sixteenth to twentieth century from a 
variety of cultures join Banisadr’s work. Others 
chosen by Banisadr remain on view elsewhere 
in the museum and are presented in a video 
collage created by the artist, available to view 
both online and in the museum. The collage 
presents specific details in works of art where 
his focus is drawn. A playlist curated by Banisadr 
expresses the integral role sound plays in his art 
making. Access the playlist and video collage via 
thewadsworth.org

Inaugurated in 1975, MATRIX is the Wadsworth’s groundbreaking 
contemporary art exhibition series featuring works by artists from 
around the world. Many MATRIX artists, such as Christo, Sol LeWitt, 
Gerhard Richter, Cindy Sherman, Andy Warhol, and Carrie Mae 
Weems, are now considered seminal figures in contemporary art.

Todd Gray, Cosmic Journey (1619), 
2019. Four archival pigment 
prints in artist’s frames and 
found frames, UV laminate. 
Courtesy of the artist and David 
Lewis Gallery, NY

MATRIXMATRIX

Above: Installation view of Ali Banisadr / MATRIX 185



Focus Exhibition
A series of presentations of singular 
masterpieces, organized in recognition 
of the Wadsworth’s 175th anniversary.

Chaim Gross: I Love My Baby / 
A Love of Wood
Through March 21, 2021

A recent gift to the museum, Chaim Gross’s I 
Love My Baby (1948) is an outstanding example of 
direct carving from a single piece of hardwood. 
A master of the medium, Gross wrote the 
essential instructional resource on the subject, 
The Technique of Wood Sculpture (1957). The 
book features photographs by documentary 
photographer Eliot Elisofon. With I Love My Baby 
as a centerpiece, the artist’s process is examined 
through several preparatory drawings, Elisofon’s 
photographs of Gross at work, a selection of the 
artist’s tools, and a short film that follows Gross 
through the creation of a single sculpture.

Protest and Promise: Selections from the 
Contemporary Art Collection, 1963–2019
Ongoing

Artists of every era have engaged with politics 
through various means, and the Wadsworth 
has been collecting politically engaged art since 
1842 beginning with its founding collection of 
Hudson River School paintings. And yet, from the 
Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s, artists have 
challenged and addressed social and political 
issues with a new directness as activists and 
visionaries.

Newly acquired by the Wadsworth, Zoe Leonard’s 
I want a president … (1992/2018) inspired this 
installation. The text-based work of art calls 
for a different kind of national leader, one who 
has experienced some of the real-life struggles 
depicted and addressed in Protest and Promise. 
Movements demanding racial, gender, and sexual 
orientation equity strive for legal rights. Gun 
violence, strict immigration laws, and the AIDS 
crisis incite demands for policy change. Using art 
as a form of activism, criticism, and empowerment, 
the work on view confronts longstanding injustices 
and social disparities with an eye to systemic 
transformations and a more hopeful future.

Exhibitions

Installation view of Protest and Promise

Installation view of Chaim Gross / I Love My Baby / A Love of Wood



Exhibitions

Made in Connecticut: Celebrating 25 Years of the CT Art Trail
Through February 7, 2021

The Connecticut Art Trail—
one of the first tourism 
trails in the state—has been 
guiding art aficionados 
across Connecticut on a 
journey that includes 22 
world-class museums and 

historic sites for 25 years. In celebration of 
this milestone anniversary Made in Connecticut 
brings together works of art and objects from 
the collections of each of the Art Trail member 
institutions. 

Curated by James Prosek, American artist, 
writer, naturalist, and current Artist-in-
Residence at the Yale University Art Gallery, the 
exhibition features paintings, drawings, prints 
and other works of art, alongside a number of 
decorative and industrial art objects including a 
rubber desk, an early typewriter, and a selection 
of historic buttons.

Organized by the CT Art Trail with generous support by Greenwich 
Hospitality Group.

Freedom & Fragility 
Through February 28, 2021

Freedom, 1863–2020....Are we there yet? 
The promise of “Freedom” for all, though a 
cornerstone of American values, remains largely 
fraught to this day. While the Union’s victory over 
the Confederacy would secure the ratification of 
the thirteenth amendment abolishing slavery in 
the United States, African Americans continued 
to face recurring challenges aimed at preserving 
the former racial hierarchy. Resiliency would 
characterize the struggle of the African diaspora 
who survived the middle passage and earned 
their freedom in the United States of America. In 
the works of artists Hale Woodruff, Faith Ringgold, 

and Sheila Pree Bright is an enduring spirit 
that portrays the challenges and risks African 
Americans face in exercising their rights. Despite 
new liberties given to the formerly enslaved 
and their descendants, the notion of freedom in 
America is fragile, as continued struggles towards 
equity define the Black experience. Guest curated 
by Amy Sailor. Learn more about The Amistad 
Center at amistadcenter.org. 

More from The Amistad Center
Join the Amistad Center for virtual celebrations 
of Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Black Heritage 
Month. Programs include storytelling, arts and 
crafts, and dance. Check amistadcenter.org and 
follow @amistadcenter on social media for more 
information on how to participate.

Installation view of Made in Connecticut

Installation view of Freedom & Fragility



Our Digital 
Doorstep

Creative Connections
Stay connected to the collection from any location 
via thewadsworth.org/creative-connections, a 
digital library of 3D virtual tours, family-friendly 
art activity packs, program recordings, and videos 
featuring staff, exhibitions, and artwork from the 
collection.

Connect from Anywhere
Explore the museum’s Avery Court, Morgan Great 
Hall, Cabinet of Art and Curiosity, American Art 
galleries, and MATRIX exhibition from anywhere. 
More collection galleries will be available soon. 

Howardena Pindell in your Home
Download the free Boulevard Features app 
(available on Apple devices; coming soon 
for Android) to place Howardena Pindell’s 
Autobiography: Water / Ancestors / Middle Passage 
/ Family Ghosts in your home and interact with 
special audio and visuals. More works from 
the collection are available to explore including 
Salvador Dali’s Apparition of Face and Fruit Dish 
on a Beach and Artemisia Gentileschi’s Self-
Portrait as a Lute Player.

And the Winner is…
Vote for your favorite works form the collection 
to be featured as the Artwork of the Month. Each 
month, new themes and works of art will be 
presented for your vote on our Mobile Guide. Cast 
your vote via mobile.wa.yourcultureconnect.com.

Make it at Home
Experience the Wadsworth from home with your 
family. Learn about works of art—from an ancient 
camel to a surreal face—through kid-friendly 
activities. thewadworth.org/virtual-studio



Virtual Second Saturdays for 
Families
Explore art with your family, encourage 
creativity, and expand your imagination through 
conversation and discovery. Digital activity packs 
include art-making demonstrations, visual 
scavenger hunts, close looking prompts, and 
story time in English and Spanish. Available 
on the second Saturday of the month and 
afterwards via thewadsworth.org.

Lines and Movement
Saturday, January 9

Lines travel from one point to another moving 
horizontally, vertically, and diagonally. Learn 
how artists use line to guide your eye across an 
artwork and watch performers from Sea Tea 
Improv use movement to illustrate a story. Try 
your hand at designing a linear masterpiece. How 
many different types of lines can you incorporate 
in your artwork

Black Heritage Day
Saturday, February 13

Celebrate Black heritage and culture by creating 
art with educator Lauren Little, listening to 
stories, and watching a virtual puppet theater 
show by artist Tarish “Jeghetto” Pipkins.

Women’s History Month
Saturday, March 13

Learn about powerful women in art and history. 
Pay homage to their tremendous successes by 
creating a bookmark that highlights their stories. 

Second Saturdays for Families is supported by Aetna. Additional 
support is provided by the Ensworth Charitable Foundation, 
Bank of America, N.A., Trustee, the George A. and Grace L. Long 
Foundation, Bank of America, N.A., Co-Trustee, and the Charles 
Nelson Robinson Fund, Bank of America, N.A., Trustee.

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community Day: Messages of Hope
Monday, January 18; noon–5pm

Embrace the power of art and storytelling as 
we celebrate the legacy of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Stop by the museum and pick up a free art 
pack to design a mixed-media collage from 
home that presents your hopeful vision for the 
future. Free admission noon–5pm with timed 
ticket reservation. Highlights tour at 11am, 
Family tour at 11:15am. Access virtual activities 
via thewadsworth.org, including a reading by 
children’s book author Abdul-Razak Zachariah 
and dance performance by Jakar Hankerson. 
Presented in partnership with The Amistad 
Center for Art & Culture.

Family and 
Community 

Programs



Public Programs

Virtual Programs
Free and open to the public. Access links 
available via thewadsworth.org. 

Artist Talk: Your Turn
Friday, January 8; noon

In their monumental work Your Turn, artists Ward 
Shelley and Alex Schweder reimagine comforts 
and basic necessities as a laborious negotiation. 
Artist and Yale University design critic Pamela 
Hovland joins Shelley and Schweder for an 
exploration of the dramatic environments they 
have constructed to challenge the limits of 
cooperation in design and living. In conjunction 
with the exhibition Made in Connecticut.

Artist Talk: Sending Love to the Sky
Monday, January 11; noon

Artist Kristin Emilyta is the great great 
granddaughter of famed Mohegan Chief 
Matahga, aka Burrill Fielding (1862–1952). 
Her grandmother was beloved Mohegan Elder 
Margaret LaVigne (1930–2010) and her mother, 
Laura LaVigne, spent her career working for 
the Mohegan Cultural & Community Programs 
Department. Kristin continues her family’s 
legacy of service to the Mohegan community 
through her art. In conjunction with the 
exhibition Made in Connecticut, Kristin joins 
Melissa Tantaquidgeon Zobel, historian and 
Medicine Woman for the Mohegan Tribe of 
Connecticut, in this virtual discussion.

Curator Talk: Ali Banisadr / MATRIX 185
Thursday, January 14; noon

Ali Banisadr finds inspiration and senses 
powerful sounds in the work of artists such as 
Bosch, Goya, and the Surrealists, who create 
imaginative visual social commentaries. Curator 
Patricia Hickson explores the themes and stimuli 
that fuel Ali Banisadr’s explosive paintings in a 
gallery talk about his MATRIX installation.

Artist Talk: Enrique Chagoya & Ruben Cordova
Thursday, January 21; 5pm

Artist Enrique Chagoya draws on a range 
of media, including the conventions of 
cartoons and pre-Columbian codices, to 
craft powerful and vibrant political, social, 
and economic commentary. In conversation 
with art historian and critic Ruben Cordova, 
Chagoya will discuss his work and the way 
he uses visual language as a weapon of critique, 
centering on his work Histoire Naturelle des 
Espécies: Illegal Alien’s Manuscript (2008) in 
the exhibition Protest and Promise.

Daniel Salazar: Guitar in the Galleries
Friday, January 29; 5pm

Virtuoso guitarist Daniel Salazar has cultivated 
a repertoire of classical, Latin American, and 
Spanish guitar music that thrills local and 
international audiences. Join Salazar for a 
musical interlude performed virtually from the 
galleries of the Wadsworth Atheneum as he 
finds inspiration in collection highlights.

Alex Schweder and Ward Shelley: Your Turn (installation view)



Virtual Programs

Curator Talk: Sonya Clark’s 
Blackened and Bleached Flag
Thursday, February 4; noon

Textile artist Sonya Clark frequently uses the 
Confederate flag to examine how the symbols 
of white supremacy and slavery haunt us. Join a 
brief presentation about the concept anchoring 
the Wadsworth’s recent acquisition of Sonya 
Clark’s Blackened and Bleached Flag (2015) to 
consider how Clark challenges the resonant 
power of the Confederate flag and how her 
interventions complicate issues of conservation 
and preservation. Co-Sponsored with the Costume 
and Textile Society of the Wadsworth Atheneum.

Black Biographies and Portraits
Wednesday, February 17; 5pm

Gretchen Gerzina, professor of English at 
the University of Massachusetts Amherst, 
excavates biographical details to capture the 
Black experience in eighteenth- and nineteenth-
century America and Britain. Join Gerzina for 
a fascinating discussion about narratives and 
portraits to shed light on the definitions of 
freedom and enslavement when slavery was 
institutionalized, touching on the Wadsworth’s 
eighteenth-century painting Portrait of Two 
Women attributed to Stephen Slaughter.

Left on the Shelves: The Book Collection at 
The Amistad Center for Art & Culture
Thursday, February 25; 5pm

The Amistad Center possesses a dynamic 
collection of books that range from first editions 
to manuscripts, fiction, non-fiction, children’s 
books, Abolitionist tracts, and volumes that 
represent the Civil Rights Movement. Explore 
the collection with Daniel Broyld, professor of 
history at Central Connecticut State University, to 
understand how the Amistad book collections 
connect the Black experiences of the past to the 
present. Co-Sponsored with The Amistad Center 
for Art & Culture and the Wadsworth Atheneum.

Curator Talk: Paul Manship: Ancient Made Modern
Friday, February 26; noon

One of America’s most celebrated twentieth-
century artists, Paul Manship melded ancient 
and modern sensibilities. Explore how Manship 
became a master craftsman on this virtual tour 
of the exhibition led by curator Erin Monroe.

Artist Talk: Todd Gray / MATRIX 186
Monday, March 8; 5pm

Artist Todd Gray layers photographs into large-
scale collages that trace various processes of 
colonization across history and geographies. 
Join Gray for a guided visit through his MATRIX 
exhibition to hear more about how his work 
addresses the Transatlantic slave trade, the 
diaspora, portraiture, and systems of classification.

Conservation Behind-the-Scenes: Bronze
Thursday, March 18; noon

Conservator Casey Mallinckrodt offers an 
overview of the challenges faced in conserving 
sculpture and other three-dimensional objects 
cast in bronze, focusing on the works on view in 
Paul Manship: Ancient Made Modern.

Excavating the Archaic: Paul Manship
Thursday, March 25; 6pm

Why were early twentieth century artists so 
attracted to Greek archaic sculpture and why 
weren’t others before them?  Susan Rather, a 
professor of art history at the University of Texas, 
explores the phenomenon of modern archaism 
with particular attention to Paul Manship, a 
sculptor who skillfully negotiated the yawning 
gap between tradition and modernity in the 
United States around 1913.

Attributed to Stephen Slaughter, Portrait of Two Women (detail), 1700s. 
Oil on canvas. The Ella Gallup Sumner and Mary Catlin Sumner Collection Fund



Public Programs

Conservation Behind-the-Scenes: On the Easel
Tuesday, March 30; noon

Learn about the technical analyses and treatment 
plans for paintings in the Wadsworth collections 
with conservator Allen Kosanavich to understand 
how the museum actively preserves our artistic 
and cultural heritage.

Adult Learning

Art-Making Cold: Winterscapes
Saturday & Sunday, March 6 & 7; 11am–1pm

Have you always wanted to study the structure 
of the barren, leafless tree? Curious about how to 
use a variety of media in mittens? Learn how to 
capture winter scenery in these outdoor classes 
with Lindsey Fyfe, School & Teacher Programs 
Manager. Bring your gloves and hot chocolate. 
Details available at thewadsworth.org. Sign up 
for each class in advance. $15; $10 members

Art History through the Wadsworth
Wednesdays, January 6–February 3; 6pm

Learn about important moments that have 
been enshrined or underrepresented in the 
history of art through specific works of art in the 
collections of the Wadsworth with Janna Israel, 
Adult and Academic Programs Manager. Details 
will be available at thewadsworth.org. Advance 
registration required. $10; $5 members

Cold Photography
Sharpen your photography skills this winter with 
a hybrid online/socially distanced photography 
class offered in collaboration with Defining 
Studios. Start the New Year by grabbing your 
camera to get creative outside and study the 
evocative quality of light. Each course includes 
one outdoor photography session and one virtual 
Lightroom and Photoshop editing workshop. 
Register for one or all three via thewadsworth.
org. $50; $35 members. Classes subject to 
rescheduling due to inclement weather.

Finding Light: Novice Photography 
Outdoor Photography: 
Sunday, January 3; 3–4:30pm 

Virtual Editing Workshop: 
Sunday, January 10; 9–10:30am

Learn about camera functions, photography 
techniques, and the basics about lighting and 
telling a story through the lens in this class 
geared for photography beginners

Outdoor Studio 
Outdoor Photography: 
Sunday, February 7; 3:30–5pm 

Virtual Editing Workshop: 
Sunday, Friday, February 12; 9–10:30am

Study portraiture as well as the scenery and 
architecture of Hartford with fresh eyes as you 
learn about how to stage a photo outdoors and 
capture light during the winter.

Finding Beauty in the Mundane 
Outdoor Photography: 
Saturday, March 6; 5:30–7pm 

Virtual Editing Workshop: 
Sunday, March 14; 9–10:30am

Render the familiar more abstract and focus your 
lens on details to present an object, or a story, 
from a new and different perspective.



Membership

In May 1920, the Wadsworth’s membership 
program was launched. 100 years later, the 
support of our members has helped preserve the 
Wadsworth as a place for art on Main Street. Your 
contributions make it possible to care for our 
world-class collection and expand the diverse 
programs we offer to better serve the community. 
Not a member? Join or renew today.

Paul Manship: Ancient Made Modern
Be the first to experience how one of America’s 
most celebrated sculptors of the early-twentieth 
century became a master of his craft.

Premier Member Evening
Thursday, February 11; 5pm

Mix up a Manship-era cocktail for a toast given 
by director and CEO Tom Loughman before a 
virtual tour of the exhibition led by curator Erin 
Monroe. Open to Society of Daniel Wadsworth 
and Atheneum Associates members.

Member-Only Curator Tours with Erin Monroe
Friday, February 12; 11am 
Saturday, February 13; 11am

Availability is limited to 8 people per tour. 
Register online in advance via thewadsworth.org.

Member-Only Docent-Guided Tours
New Beginnings 
Friday, January 8; 11am

Friday, March 12; 11am

Availability is limited to 8 people per tour. 
Register online in advance via thewadsworth.org.

Artful Conversations 
This new program for premier members, held on 
the first Thursday of every month, features in-depth 
discussions about curator-selected single works of 
art from the Wadsworth’s collection. Hear fascinating, 
untold, and behind-the-scenes stories during these 
intimate conversations. Mix up a specialty cocktail 
inspired by the artwork to enhance your evening. 
Open to Society of Daniel Wadsworth and Atheneum 
Associates members only.

Thursday, January 7; 6pm

Rediscovering and reimaging the Wadsworth’s 
early holdings brings new understanding and 
excitement. Through a recently assembled 
eighteenth-century loom—last housed at the 
Wadsworth Tavern on Albany Avenue before 
entering the collection in 1917—American 
Decorative Arts Curator Brandy Culp weaves 
together New England’s architectural traditions 
and textile history. 

Thursday, February 4; 6pm

Henri Matisse is one of the most dynamic, 
influential, and beloved artists of the twentieth 
century. European Art Curator Oliver Tostmann 
discusses Matisse as a portrait painter, artist, and 
father and explores the Wadsworth’s little-known 
Matisse work The Ostrich-Feather Hat, 1918, which 
depicts the artist’s beloved daughter, Marguerite. 

Thursday, March 4; 6pm

American Paintings & Sculpture Curator Erin 
Monroe pulls back the curtain and reveals 
the entertaining world pictured in Florine 
Stettheimer’s Beauty Contest: To the Memory 
of P. T. Barnum, 1924. Explore the who’s who 
beyond the beauty queens, including a movie star, 
famous poet, and the artist herself.

Brandy Culp

Oliver Tostmann

Erin Monroe



Docent-Guided Tours
Docent-guided tours for individuals and small 
groups of up to 8 people, unless otherwise 
specified, are available by reservation only. Check 
thewadsworth.org for current tour schedules and 
availability. Museum entry is limited at these hours 
to guided groups and visitors are required to 
remain with the group for the duration of the tour. 
Face masks and social distancing required. Call 
(860) 838-4046 to inquire about virtual touring 
possibilities. 

Highlights Tours
Wednesdays, 11:30am & 2:30pm 
Saturdays & Sundays, 11am

Virtual Highlights Tours
Every second and fourth Thursday; 1pm

Enjoy a docent guided tour of collection 
highlights from the comfort of your own home. 
See thewadsworth.org for details.

Special Theme Tours
Made in Connecticut (through February 7) 
Sundays, 11am

Protest and Promise (January 6–February 10) 
Wednesdays, 1pm

Strike a Pose: Portraits at the Wadsworth 
(February 14–28) 
Wednesdays, 1pm & Sundays, 11am

Paul Manship (March 3–31) 
Wednesdays, 1pm & Sundays 11am

Family Tours
ABCs: Art, Books, Connections 
Eyes on Art 
Every second and fourth Saturday, 11:15am

Reserved for families and adults with children. 
Little ones, strollers, and intergenerational 
bonding expected! Recommended for ages 12 
and under.

Mobile Guide
We’ve created a new mobile 
experience to enhance the 
way you interact with the 
collection. Explore over 100 
works in the collection in 
depth with audio insights 
from artists, curators, and 
scholars, layered with video 
and images for a deeper 
understanding. Bring your 
own device to access from 
the museum or browse 
from wherever you happen 
to be. Cast your vote for the Artwork of the Month 
to see your favorites featured on social media 
and in collection highlight emails. Go to mobile.
wa.yourcultureconnect.com to check it out.

Tours Museum Shop

Unique gifts for all ages, home accessories, a 
wide selection of exhibition catalogues, books, 
stationery, games, toys, and puzzles. Shop in the 
museum or online anytime via wadsworthshop.
org. Members receive 10% off in store and online. 

The Museum Shop is open during all regular 
museum hours. 

Member Shopping Days
February 12–14

Members enjoy an additional 20% off purchases!

Christopher Brody Pottery 
Vases hand carved with original designs inspired 
by details of works on view in Paul Manship: 
Ancient Made Modern. Prices vary: $75–$225



Calendar
Highlights Tours 
Wednesdays, 11:30am & 2:30pm 
Saturdays & Sundays, 11am

Virtual Highlights Tours 
Every second and fourth 
Thursday; 1pm

Special Theme Tours 
Wednesdays, 1pm  
Sundays, 11am

Family Tours 
Every second and fourth 
Saturday, 11:15am

January

January 3
S U N D A Y

Cold Photography: Finding Light 
3–4:30pm—Outdoor Program

January 6
W E D N E S D A Y

Art History through 
the Wadsworth 
6pm—In-person

January 7
T H U R S D A Y

Premier Member Event: 
Artful Conversations 
6pm—Virtual Program

January 8
F R I D A Y

Member-Only Docent-Guided 
Tour: New Beginnings 
11am—In-person

Artist Talk: Your Turn 
noon—Virtual Program

January 9
S A T U R D A Y

Second Saturdays for Families: 
Lines and Movement 
Virtual Program

January 10
S U N D A Y

Cold Photography: Finding Light 
9–10:30am—Virtual Session

January 11
M O N D A Y

Artist Talk: 
Sending Love to the Sky 
noon—Virtual Program

January 13
W E D N E S D A Y

Art History through 
the Wadsworth 
6pm—In-person

January 14
T H U R S D A Y

Curator Talk: 
Ali Banisadr / MATRIX 185 
noon—Virtual Program

January 18
M O N D A Y

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community Day: 
Messages of Hope 
noon–5pm—In-person and Online

January 20
W E D N E S D A Y

Art History through 
the Wadsworth 
6pm—In-person

January 21
T H U R S D A Y

Artist Talk: Enrique Chagoya & 
Ruben Cordova 
5pm—Virtual Program

January 27
W E D N E S D A Y

Art History through 
the Wadsworth 
6pm—In-person

January 29
F R I D A Y

Daniel Salazar: 
Guitar in the Galleries 
5pm—Virtual Program

February

February 3
W E D N E S D A Y

Art History through 
the Wadsworth 
6pm—In-person

February 4
T H U R S D A Y

Curator Talk: Sonya Clark’s 
Bleached and Blackened 
noon—Virtual Program

Premier Member Event: 
Artful Conversations 
6pm—Virtual Program

February 7
S U N D A Y

Cold Photography: 
Outdoor Studio 
3:30–5pm—Outdoor Session

February 11
T H U R S D A Y

Premier Member Event: 
Paul Manship 
5pm—Virtual Program

February 12–14
Member Shopping Days 
In-store & Online

February 12
F R I D A Y

Cold Photography: 
Outdoor Studio 
9–10:30am—Virtual Session

Member-Only Curator 
Tour with Erin Monroe: 
Paul Manship 
11am—In-person

February 13
S A T U R D A Y

Member-Only Curator 
Tour with Erin Monroe: 
Paul Manship 
11am—In-person

Second Saturdays for Families: 
Black Heritage Day 
Virtual Program

February 17
W E D N E S D A Y

Black Biographies and 
Portraits 
5pm—Virtual Program

February 25
T H U R S D A Y

Left on the Shelves: The Book 
Collection at The Amistad 
Center for Art & Culture 
5pm—Virtual Program

February 26
F R I D A Y

Curator Talk: Paul Manship: 
Ancient Made Modern 
noon—Virtual Program

March

March 4
T H U R S D A Y

Premier Member Event: 
Artful Conversations 
6pm—Virtual Program

March 6
S A T U R D A Y

Cold Photography: Finding 
Beauty in the Mundane 
5:30–7pm—Outdoor Session

March 6 & 7
S A T U R D A Y  &  S U N D A Y

Art-Making Cold: Winterscapes 
11am–1pm—Outdoor Program

March 8
M O N D A Y

Artist Talk: 
Todd Gray / MATRIX 186 
5pm—Virtual Program

March 12
F R I D A Y

Member-Only Docent-Guided 
Tour: Women Artists 
11am—In-person

March 13
S A T U R D A Y

Second Saturdays for Families: 
Women’s History Month 
Virtual Program

March 14
S U N D A Y

Cold Photography: Finding 
Beauty in the Mundane 
9–10:30am—Virtual Session

March 18
T H U R S D A Y

Conservation Behind-the-
Scenes: Bronze 
noon—Virtual Program

March 25
T H U R S D A Y

Excavating the Archaic: 
Paul Manship 
6pm—Virtual Program

March 30
T U E S D A Y

Conservation Behind-the-
Scenes: On the Easel 
noon—Virtual Program

Art History through 
the Wadsworth 
6pm—In-person



Exhibitions

Made in Connecticut: Celebrating 25 Years of the CT Art Trail
Through February 7, 2021

The Connecticut Art Trail—
one of the first tourism 
trails in the state—has been 
guiding art aficionados 
across Connecticut on a 
journey that includes 22 
world-class museums and 

historic sites for 25 years. In celebration of 
this milestone anniversary Made in Connecticut 
brings together works of art and objects from 
the collections of each of the Art Trail member 
institutions. 

Curated by James Prosek, American artist, 
writer, naturalist, and current Artist-in-
Residence at the Yale University Art Gallery, the 
exhibition features paintings, drawings, prints 
and other works of art, alongside a number of 
decorative and industrial art objects including a 
rubber desk, an early typewriter, and a selection 
of historic buttons.

Organized by the CT Art Trail with generous support by Greenwich 
Hospitality Group.

Freedom & Fragility 
Through February 28, 2021

Freedom, 1863–2020....Are we there yet? 
The promise of “Freedom” for all, though a 
cornerstone of American values, remains largely 
fraught to this day. While the Union’s victory over 
the Confederacy would secure the ratification of 
the thirteenth amendment abolishing slavery in 
the United States, African Americans continued 
to face recurring challenges aimed at preserving 
the former racial hierarchy. Resiliency would 
characterize the struggle of the African diaspora 
who survived the middle passage and earned 
their freedom in the United States of America. In 
the works of artists Hale Woodruff, Faith Ringgold, 

and Sheila Pree Bright is an enduring spirit 
that portrays the challenges and risks African 
Americans face in exercising their rights. Despite 
new liberties given to the formerly enslaved 
and their descendants, the notion of freedom in 
America is fragile, as continued struggles towards 
equity define the Black experience. Guest curated 
by Amy Sailor. Learn more about The Amistad 
Center at amistadcenter.org. 

More from The Amistad Center
Join the Amistad Center for virtual celebrations 
of Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Black Heritage 
Month. Programs include storytelling, arts and 
crafts, and dance. Check amistadcenter.org and 
follow @amistadcenter on social media for more 
information on how to participate.

Installation view of Made in Connecticut

Installation view of Freedom & Fragility



Membership

In May 1920, the Wadsworth’s membership 
program was launched. 100 years later, the 
support of our members has helped preserve the 
Wadsworth as a place for art on Main Street. Your 
contributions make it possible to care for our 
world-class collection and expand the diverse 
programs we offer to better serve the community. 
Not a member? Join or renew today.

Paul Manship: Ancient Made Modern
Be the first to experience how one of America’s 
most celebrated sculptors of the early-twentieth 
century became a master of his craft.

Premier Member Evening
Thursday, February 11; 5pm

Mix up a Manship-era cocktail for a toast given 
by director and CEO Tom Loughman before a 
virtual tour of the exhibition led by curator Erin 
Monroe. Open to Society of Daniel Wadsworth 
and Atheneum Associates members.

Member-Only Curator Tours with Erin Monroe
Friday, February 12; 11am 
Saturday, February 13; 11am

Availability is limited to 8 people per tour. 
Register online in advance via thewadsworth.org.

Member-Only Docent-Guided Tours
New Beginnings 
Friday, January 8; 11am

Friday, March 12; 11am

Availability is limited to 8 people per tour. 
Register online in advance via thewadsworth.org.

Artful Conversations 
In-depth discussions about curator-chosen 
artworks from the collection held on the first 
Thursday of every month. Open to Society of 
Daniel Wadsworth and Atheneum Associates 
members only.

Thursday, January 7; 6pm

Rediscovering and reimaging the Wadsworth’s 
early holdings brings new understanding and 
excitement. Through a recently assembled 
eighteenth-century loom—last housed at the 
Wadsworth Tavern on Albany Avenue before 
entering the collection in 1917—American 
Decorative Arts Curator Brandy Culp weaves 
together New England’s architectural traditions 
and textile history. 

Thursday, February 4; 6pm

Henri Matisse is one of the most dynamic, 
influential, and beloved artists of the twentieth 
century. European Art Curator Oliver Tostmann 
discusses Matisse as a portrait painter, artist, and 
father and explores the Wadsworth’s little-known 
Matisse work The Ostrich-Feather Hat, 1918, which 
depicts the artist’s beloved daughter, Marguerite. 

Thursday, March 4; 6pm

American Paintings & Sculpture Curator Erin 
Monroe pulls back the curtain and reveals 
the entertaining world pictured in Florine 
Stettheimer’s Beauty Contest: To the Memory 
of P. T. Barnum, 1924. Explore the who’s who 
beyond the beauty queens, including a movie star, 
famous poet, and the artist herself.

Brandy Culp

Oliver Tostmann Erin Monroe
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