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Wadsworth Atheneum Receives COVID-19 Relief Grant
from Connecticut Humanities
Hartford, Conn. (January 19, 2021)—Connecticut Humanities has awarded the Wadsworth
Atheneum Museum of Art a grant in the amount of $45,450 in support of general operating
expenses. This grant, from the COVID Relief Fund for Museums, is funded by the Connecticut
State Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD)/Connecticut Office of the
Arts (COA) through an allocation to the State of Connecticut from the CARES Act. This funding
will help ensure that the Wadsworth can continue to find new and innovative ways to achieve its
mission to advance knowledge and inspire everyone to experience and appreciate excellence in
art and culture.

“This grant from the Connecticut Humanities COVID Relief Fund for Museums provides vital
operating support as the Wadsworth continues to navigate today’s uncertainties,” said Caroline
Maddox, the Wadsworth’s Deputy Director, External Relations. “Throughout the pandemic, the
museum has endeavored to provide connection through art in a time of anxiety and isolation,
finding new and different ways for visitors to experience the Wadsworth online and on Main
Street.”
The Wadsworth temporarily closed to the public on March 13, 2020 in response to the COVID19 pandemic and immediately virtualized its staff and operations. Since March, the museum has
created a strong inventory of free virtual programs and experiences, including gallery talks with
artists and curators, virtual discussions and performances, and virtual 3D tours of the galleries,
accessible online via thewadsworth.org. The museum reopened to the public on a limited
schedule on September 5, 2020 implementing a new timed ticketing system to ensure compliance
with Reopen Connecticut state capacity guidelines. Today, the museum is open to the public
Fridays, noon-8pm; and Saturdays, Sundays, noon-5pm. Docent-led tours for groups of up to 8
people are offered Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays. Advance registration is required for
museum entry and tour participation via thewadsworth.org.
The Wadsworth has also received relief funding from the US Small Business Association
Disaster Relief Loan - Payroll Protection Program (PPP Loan); Art Bridges Bridge Ahead
Initiative; and Terra Foundation for American Art Emergency Grant.
About Connecticut Humanities
Connecticut Humanities (CTH) is an independent, nonprofit affiliate of the National Endowment
for the Humanities. CTH connects people to the humanities through grants, partnerships, and
collaborative programs. CTH projects, administration, and program development are supported
by state and federal matching funds, community foundations and gifts from private sources.
Learn more by visiting cthumanities.org.
About the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art
Founded in 1842 with a vision for infusing art into the American experience, the Wadsworth
Atheneum Museum of Art is home to a collection of nearly 50,000 works of art spanning 5,000
years and encompassing European art from antiquity through contemporary as well as American
art from the 1600s to today. The Wadsworth Atheneum's five connected buildings--representing
architectural styles including Gothic Revival, modern International Style, and 1960s Brutalism-are located at 600 Main Street in Hartford, Conn. Hours: Friday, noon–8pm; Saturday & Sunday,
–5pm. Admission: free through January 31, 2021; $15 adults; $12 seniors; $5 students; free for
members, Hartford residents, and youth (age 17 and under). Hours and fees subject to change.
Phone: (860) 278-2670; website: thewadsworth.org.
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