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Christina Forrer / MATRIX 187 at the Wadsworth Atheneum 
 

Hartford, Conn. (July 27, 2021)— Inspired by classical tapestries depicting historical and 
mythological subjects, Christina Forrer’s raucous and vividly colored weavings and 
drawings animate fantastical, psychologically-charged scenes exploring the conflict that 
Forrer believes is at the core of all relationships, both among human beings and between 
humans and nature. A native of Zurich, Forrer’s works feature spirited creatures and a 
simplified style rooted in Swiss folklore and regional folk art while relating to the 
anxieties and nightmares of contemporary life. Opening August 13, 2021 and on view 
through January 2, 2022, Christina Forrer / MATRIX 187, will present her animated 
compositions alongside a selection of complementary works from the Wadsworth’s 
collection carefully curated by the artist.  
 



“When Christina learned that the Wadsworth had a collection of costume & textiles, she 
immediately asked if she might explore the collection to create a context around her own 
work,” notes Patricia Hickson, the Wadsworth’s Emily Hall Tremaine Curator of 
Contemporary Art. “Her surprising discoveries provide a fascinating history of 
imaginative narratives in art and illustrate a long tradition of experimentation in the 
textile medium.” 
 
“The Wadsworth’s collection is so expansive and multifaceted that it has been a beautiful 
cross disciplinary voyage in time and place, and I think the joy for me was to find the 
connecting thread between the works from the collection in relation to my own practice,” 
explains Christina Forrer. “It has been really satisfying taking advantage of the vast 
knowledge of the staff at the museum helping me understand how the tune of ‘Rock-a-
bye Baby’ can carry an American cradle quilt from the 19th century to an Italian painting 
from the 16th century depicting the fall of Phaethon and to say it through Jess’s The Fall 
of Icarus, 1970 who said it through Rilke: ‘All the worlds in the universe rush into the 
invisible as into their next deeper reality.’ ” 
 
Christina Forrer / MATRIX 187 features a newly made group of weavings and finished 
drawings as well as a painted ceramic vase. At the center of the exhibition is Sepulcher, a 
new monumental weaving, nearly eight by fourteen feet in size. The composition presents 
the interconnectedness of all things great and small experienced through the five senses 
and linked through the natural elements of earth, air, fire, and water. 
 
Alongside Forrer’s narrative weavings, an assortment of objects—largely textile-based 
works—from the museum’s collection will be presented in dialogue with her work. The 
artist designed the installation of artworks which range from charming to ghoulish. The 
selections include folk, craft, and textile works, including the Wadsworth’s Rose of 
Sharon cradle quilt, a pair of brooches made of taxidermy hummingbirds, and several 
hooked mats from Grenfell Labrador Industries. Researched and selected by Forrer, the 
items create a lively dialogue about curious narrative content and the variety found within 
the textile medium. Beadwork, hooking, crewel work, weaving, and quilting are among 
Forrer’s collection choices. Recurrent themes include man’s continual struggle to control 
nature, obsessive human behavior approaching religious fervor, and the ever-present 
reminder of the inevitability of death.  
 
“We are thrilled to be bringing Christina Forrer's work to the Wadsworth. Her subversive 
blend of traditional techniques and transgressive subject matter make for a challenging 
critique of society and human nature in the twenty-first century,” said Matthew 
Hargraves, Interim Robert H. Schutz Jr. Chief Curator at the Wadsworth. “By exploring 
objects in the Wadsworth’s collection, Forrer has brought her own work and historic 
paintings, prints, and textiles into a stimulating and creative dialogue.” 
 
About the Artist 
Born in Zürich in 1978, Forrer lives and works in Los Angeles. Selected solo exhibitions 
include Feet of the Devil, SCAD Museum of Art, Savannah, Georgia (2019); Christina 
Forrer, Luhring Augustine, New York (2019); Grappling Hold, Swiss Institute, New 



York (2017); Cat Lady, The Finley, Los Angeles (2016) and Christina Forrer, Grice 
Bench, Los Angeles (2014). Group exhibitions include Made in LA 2020, Hammer 
Museum and Huntington Museum, Los Angeles (2020); Midtown, Lever House, New 
York (2017); Unorthodox, The Jewish Museum, New York (2015); Some Masks, Grice 
Bench, Los Angeles (2015); and Can’t Reach Me There, Midway Contemporary, 
Minneapolis (2015). She is the recipient of the Rema Hort Mann Emerging Artist Grant 
(2014). 
 
About MATRIX 
Inaugurated in 1975, MATRIX is the Wadsworth’s groundbreaking contemporary art 
exhibition series featuring works by artists from around the world. From its inception, 
MATRIX has been a forum for art that is challenging, current, and sometimes 
controversial. Through clear explanation and thoughtful engagement with the viewer, 
MATRIX exhibitions call into question preconceptions about art and increase 
understanding of its possibilities. Many MATRIX artists, such as Christo, Byron Kim, 
Sol LeWitt, Glenn Ligon, Gerhard Richter, Cindy Sherman, Andy Warhol, and Carrie 
Mae Weems are now considered seminal figures in contemporary art.  
 
Related Programs 
 
Opening Artist Talk: Christina Forrer / MATRIX 187 
Friday, August 13; 6pm 
Join the artist for an introduction to the anxious and fantastic stories that she weaves into 
her tapestries. Free. Meet in Avery Court. 
 
Hartford Artisans Weaving Center Demonstrations 
Saturday & Sunday, August 14 & 15; 1-4 pm 
Watch master weavers and artisans demonstrate the techniques of weaving on the floor 
loom to create fabric and tapestries. Free with museum admission. 
 
Artist Discussion 
Thursday, November 11; 6pm 
Listen to Christina Forrer in conversation with contemporary poet and fairytale author 
Sabrina Orah Mark, whose imaginative tales describe our contemporary familial and 
societal fears, which parallel Forrer’s visual narratives. Free virtual program. 
 
Second Saturdays for Families: Turnip Tales 
Saturday, November 13; 12-2pm 
Put your spin on a paper sampler designed by MATRIX artist Christina Forrer. Then help 
us complete a giant root vegetable artwork based on The Enormous Turnip, a classic 
folktale that has inspired the artist’s work. 
 
Exhibition and Program Support  
MATRIX 187 is generously supported by The Coby Foundation, Ltd. and the Wadsworth 
Atheneum Contemporary Coalition. 
 



Sustaining support for the Wadsworth Atheneum provided by the Greater Hartford Arts 
Council’s United Arts Campaign and the Department of Economic and Community 
Development.  
 
About the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art  
Founded in 1842 with a vision for infusing art into the American experience, the 
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art is home to a collection of nearly 50,000 works of 
art spanning 5,000 years and encompassing European art from antiquity through 
contemporary as well as American art from the 1600s to today. The Wadsworth 
Atheneum’s five connected buildings—representing architectural styles including Gothic 
Revival, modern International Style, and 1960s Brutalism—are located at 600 Main 
Street in Hartford, Conn.  
 
Hours are noon–8pm Fridays, and noon–5pm Saturdays, and Sundays. Visitors are 
required to wear a face mask/covering while inside the museum. The library, food 
service, and Austin House are currently closed to the public. Admission: $5–15; 
discounts for members, students and seniors. Free admission for Hartford residents with 
Wadsworth Welcome registration. Free “happy hour” admission 4–5pm. From July 1 to 
September 6, Connecticut children age 18 and under plus one accompanying adult can 
visit free of charge through the Connecticut Summer at the Museum program. Advance 
ticket registration via thewadsworth.org is encouraged, not required. Phone: (860) 278-
2670; website: thewadsworth.org.  
 
Image caption:  Christina Forrer, Sepulcher, 2021. Wool, cotton and linen. © Christina 
Forrer; Courtesy of the artist and Luhring Augustine, New York, and Corbett vs. 
Dempsey, Chicago. Photo: Joshua White. 
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